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The need for a closer link between what people learn in school and what they practice
at work is ever increasing in the 21st century. Junior colleges in Korea, as the major
vocational educational institution at the higher education level, have increased in number
and have enhanced the quality of education they provide since the beginning of 1990s.
Now, with the changes in the industrial and occupational structure and the changes in the
educational settings, junior colleges are in greater need of restructuring their programs
according to conditions in the job markets than ever.
This study is an attempt to reflect the changes in the labor market on the programs in
junior colleges. It aims to analyse the employment outlook for the 21st century, both
domestic and foreign, and utilize the result in establishing new programs and restructuring
existing programs.
First, the researchers projected the employment outlook for the future up to the year
2010, both domestic and foreign, to determine the most promising occupations and
industries. In particular, it focused on identifying occupational fields that are promising
for junior college graduates(or those with associate degrees).
Second, the researchers analysed major characteristics of education in the junior
colleges, in comparison with those in the university level. The rate of employment of
junior college graduates and problems associated with their employment were also
identified. In addition, it presented how the demand is changing for junior colleges and
the variables influencing these changes.
Third, a survey was conducted what programs each junior college plans to establish in
consideration of the changes in the regional and national labor markets and the demands
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of prospective students. 108 out of the total number of 158 junior colleges responded to
the survey. The answers given from the survey constitute major data from which the
final conclusions of this study.
Fourth, the researchers analyzed the recent trends in the junior colleges in three major
foreign countries, Japan, the United States, and Australia, in terms of establishments of
new programs and popular programs. The focus was on the differences and similarities
between the domestic programs and foreign programs.
Finally, building on the results from the analyses of the employment outlook, the
educational settings for junior colleges, the survey outcomes, and from the analysis of
junior colleges in foreign countries, suggestions were made on how junior colleges should
restructure their programs in the future. In particular, the researchers recommended the
kinds of programs it is possible for junior colleges to newly establish.
The results of this study can thus be utilized as a guide for practitioners at junior
colleges in setting up new programs. This study may also serve as a reference on what
programs domestic and foreign junior colleges wish to adopt.
